
February la, l ,6!; 

Dr. El izabett, McCoy 
Departr,&rrt of Bactcr iology 
University of Wisconsin 
Mad i son, W  i scans i n 

Dear El izabett:: 

We have bren working lately on the genetics of Bacillus subtilis, 
Marbury strain, with very interesting results on the ;rans+er of 
genes by DNA. i t occurred to us that we had no reasoti tc, think 
this strain is the best suited to invest much effort for further 
work and we should do a brief survey- j’:oul d ycu convenient I y 
f-urnfsh us with stjme iew dozen Eacii lus cultures, 8. s&tit is 
or otherwise, Lhat have been characterized to some degree, OI- 
which carry a uset’ul strain number or designation’ k’e have no 
a priori prejudices as ie which btrain:, shcbuld be the most suitable 
candidates but plan LC, look among the aerobic spore--i‘ormers as a 
group. 

iJi th best reyards, 

Cordially, 

Joshua Lederberg 


